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 A few weeks ago the faculty had a professional development 
day, and during lunch I was chatting with Mr. Wynne.  (He’s 
getting all nervous…what did I tell Fr. Morris that he’s now gonna 
tell the whole school???  Some old Iona College rugby stories?)  
Now I forget how we came upon this subject, but we started 
talking about the concept of time.  Time for us is linear.  We think 
of time as past, present and future.  It’s logical.  There’s a 
yesterday, there’s a today and there’s a tomorrow.   
 
 But given the nature of time…this idea that time is 
linear…how is it possible that we celebrate what we are 
gathered today for?  Today we recognize that all of us, as 
descendants of Adam and Eve, our first parents who disobeyed 
God, who distrusted God, who decided to try to go at it with 
something other than God, from the moment we are conceived, 
from the moment we are formed as a new life, are stained by 
this thing we call Original Sin.  Today we know also, that 
thanks to Jesus’ sacrifice on the Cross, we have that great 
sacrament of Baptism, that great opportunity to have that 
Original Sin, that stain on our souls removed.  That is our most 
important belief as Christians, its one of the great things that 
unites us, as Christians.  That Jesus Christ, God Himself, died 
on that Cross in our time in order that our sins, both the stain 
of Original Sin, and the stains of the sins we commit 
throughout our lives, might be wiped away.  But in a specific 
way today we celebrate the reality that Mary, the Mother of 
Jesus, in a very unique and special way, was conceived without 
that Original Sin.  So we must ask, how is that possible?  How 
is it possible that Mary’s soul, which was united to a newly 



conceived body in the womb of her mother, St. Anne, nearly 
50 years BEFORE the sacrifice of Christ on the Cross, how is 
it possible that she received the benefits of that sacrifice before 
it even happened? 
 
 The answer is really so very simple.  God is more 
powerful than time itself.  His love is more powerful than even 
the inevitable passage of time.  Time and space, and any other 
physical realities, do not limit God in any way.  As Mr. 
Johnson will tell you in physics, time is really just a 
measurement of movement, it’s a measurement of change.  
Our cross country & track runners know this very well.  Time 
is the measurement of how long it takes them to get from the 
starting line to the finish line.  It’s a measurement of their 
motion, of the change they create by moving their bodies from 
point A along their course to point B.   
 

But before there was any motion, before there was any 
change, before time itself, God existed.  And right now, as 
things are constantly changing, God is existing alongside us, 
unchanging, especially in His love for us.  And once time ends, 
when the last change is made, when the last motion ceases, 
God will still be there.  And, out of his love, we will have been 
invited to join Him in that eternal happiness at the end of time.  
Thus if we still choose to look at time as linear, as a line with 
past, present and future, we say that God’s love transcends 
time, and thus can go backwards in time.  It went backwards in 
time and prevented the soul of Mary from being stained by that 
Original Sin. 
 



 But for us as Christians, our view of time isn’t so much as 
a line, past, present and future, but rather as a ripple effect.  In 
one of the works I read in seminary called the Christ at 
Chartres, referring to the beautiful Cathedral in Chartres, 
France, the character of the old, wise monk tells the young 
priest that time is like the sound that emanates from a gong 
when it’s struck.  If you were to take a mallet and strike a gong 
in the middle of a room, the vibrations that it makes, which we 
call sound, would grow throughout the room, and if loud 
enough, even to other rooms surrounding.  Or like a stone, 
dropped in a pond.  You can see the ripples ever expanding 
outwards from that original place where the stone hit the water.  
Changing everything from that spot.  That is how we, as 
Christians, are to see “time”.  And that strike of the gong, that 
stone hitting the water, is that great act of love we profess as 
Christians.  It’s the death of Christ on the Cross.  All time, all 
existence, gets its meaning from that moment.  Our most 
blessed Mother’s soul was preserved from Original Sin in 
connection to that moment.  Our first parents, as Mr. Manna 
just read for us from Genesis, were promised salvation, the 
first announcement of the Gospel message, in connection to 
that moment.  The Mass we celebrate today, this Eucharistic 
feast, is connected to that moment.  And our entry one day into 
Heaven, the eternal reward we all hope for, is connected, 
intimately, to that moment.  Everything that ever was, is, and 
one day will be, is connected to the incredible, infinite power 
of that moment. 
  
 So we celebrate today the power of that moment, and how 
it affected the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary in her soul.  
How she was preserved from Original Sin so that she could 



become, one day, the mother of the savior.  That she could 
become the mother of the God-made-man whose very sacrifice 
would make that special grace even possible for her.  And thus 
we celebrate today the reality that if God can do all that, how 
much more can He do for each and every one of us?  That’s the 
Gospel message, that’s the light that entered the world on 
Christmas Day, that’s what we celebrate not just today, but 
every day as disciples of Jesus Christ.  God so loved the world, 
God so loved you, that He sent His only Son, and through His 
power, which transcends time, space and all other physical 
realities, has redeemed our souls and offers us a great gift of 
eternal happiness.  Let us remember that as we celebrate 
together today, and perhaps more importantly, as we go forth 
and prepare ourselves for the great celebration of Christmas. 
 


